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Media Cloud: Overview

an open-source 
platform for studying 

media ecosystems

46,000 
sources

195
countries

17+
languages

over half a billion stories



Media Cloud: Tools

Explore: https://tools.mediacloud.org

https://tools.mediacloud.org/
https://tools.mediacloud.org/


Link-based map of open web media





Network map based on Twitter sharing



Network map based on Twitter sharing; nodes sized by Facebook shares







Asymmetric

Polarization

Web > SM

FB > TW



Network Propaganda

Materially misleading information

Mixing true and false; insinuation; leaps of logic

Enmeshed in a network of sites retelling different 
versions of the same story as well as reusing bits and 
pieces of narrative lines

Reinforcement through repetition

Cross-referencing in multiple sites

Fluency in shared narratives

Top-line sites legitimating lower-level sites









Propaganda

Materially misleading information

Mixing true and false; insinuation; leaps of logic that 
repeats bits and pieces of shared narrative to improve recall 
and credibility

Partisan agenda setting

Repetition of story lines

Flooding the zone - many stories repeating similar themes 
with slight variations providing new opportunities for 
sharing

Emotionally loaded messaging

May use behavioral targeting – extent and impact still 
unknown



Topical coverage 



Proportion of sentences dedicated to immigration



Immigration,

By tweets



Most shared 

right-wing

media stories on 

social media 

about

immigration



Propaganda

Materially misleading information

Mixing true and false; insinuation; leaps of logic 
that repeats bits and pieces of shared narrative to 
improve recall and credibility

Partisan agenda setting

Emotionally loaded messaging

Attacks on the possibility of objective sources of fact

News

Science

Judiciary





February 2016,

by Twitter sharing



September 2016 by 

Twitter sharing



Propaganda

Materially misleading information

Mixing true and false; insinuation; leaps of logic that repeats bits and 
pieces of shared narrative to improve recall and credibility

Partisan agenda setting

Emotionally loaded messaging

Attacks on the possibility of objective sources of fact

Honey traps for traditional media and leveraging legitimacy of message-

consistent press to mobilize uncommitted populations

Acoustically-separated hyper-partisan disinformation to stoke the base



The Breitbart-centered network successfully set the agenda of mainstream media

Clinton scandals, particularly email, dominate mainstream coverage

Trump substantive topics, particularly immigration, come through, even in critical stories



July 21-Aug 1



Disinformation & Network Propaganda

High volume, rapid, continuous, repetitive

Intentionally ignoring truth or consistency

Resistant to correction; fact checking ignored

Intentional political manipulation more important than 

technology

Bots, Facebook algorithm, and profiling bear further 

study

State actors play a role

Profit-driven “fake news” is a modest part of the 

problem

Core failure is embedded in politics and culture and not 

solely technology

Solutions are much harder than a simple technological 

fix


